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Light is in the driver’s seat

Ambient lighting solution from SCHOTT shines in the MINI Countryman and at the IZB 2010

Mainz, Germany, October 6, 2010 – Ambient lighting solutions have succeeded in becoming part of the interior design of the premium class and conquer the small car segment. Inside the new “MINI Countryman”, one can see how specific illumination can create greater comfort and better orientation while driving. SCHOTT has equipped the Crossover model with fiber optic technology that is also being shown at the International Suppliers Fair (IZB) 2010 in Wolfsburg.

The center rail allows itself to appear in soft light across its entire length, from the gearshift lever at the front all the way back to between the two rear seats. The light cable rail replaces the so-called central tunnel and is one of the most striking design accents inside the interior of the MINI Countryman that celebrated its market launch in mid-September. Its unmistakable shape is underscored by the contour illumination option offered by SCHOTT that can now be integrated: light guides made of glass fibers inside plastic sheathing that draw their light from LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes) and shine evenly along the entire fiber surface. Furthermore, they are infinitely adjustable in mixed color shades of orange to blue. If the Ambient lighting package is ordered, then the interior door panel can also be illuminated.

By offering this innovative fiber optic technology, SCHOTT is hoping to contribute towards meeting the important needs of both manufacturers and consumers more effectively. After all, brand-name suppliers are keen to stand out from the competition by offering new lighting concepts for vehicle interiors mainly in the premium and midrange class. The idea behind ambient lighting or mood lighting is to convey the respective brand image of the automobile and create a pleasant environment for people to feel comfortable in, aside from purely functional lighting. In addition, lighting strips on doors, consoles or contours offer passengers a sense of orientation. Individually adjustable light moods can be of benefit in different driving situations or during long trips and thus contribute towards greater safety. This is becoming more important considering the fact that people are spending more and more of their time inside vehicles. 

Design, quality and comfort play an important role when it comes to realizing these types of lighting concepts. With its contour illumination, SCHOTT executes on these requirements in various areas. Unlike conventional LED chains, the hybrid system offers homogeneous light in nearly every possible color and intensity, even across longer distances. Here, a special manufacturing technique ensures that the light that is fed in exits across the entire surface of the fiber. Unlike the lighting technique used in the past, contour lighting is able to glow in a discrete manner without creating reflections, even if there is direct eye contact. Therefore, it doesn’t need to be covered after it has been installed. This is supported by adding special diffusion particles to the cable material. These can also be dyed and made to suit special metallic effects. But the system also offers technological advantages. These include low installation depth, excellent temperature management, a long service life, ease of maintenance, as well as the flexibility of the light guides that can accommodate basically any contour and be manufactured in a wide variety of profiles. 
“We are trying to make completely new and creative lighting solutions that meet the respective customer‘s demands possible and combine this with the expertise that experts on design and technology have. By doing so, we are arousing a great deal of interest among vehicle manufacturers who participate in concept studies and are also talking to designers and pre-developers,” says Stephan Schabacker, Business Manager for Automotive. SCHOTT will be showing examples of these lighting solutions at the International Suppliers Fair (IZB) from October 6 – 8, 2010, in Wolfsburg, Germany.

Number of characters: 4,145 (including empty spaces)

SCHOTT is an international technology group that sees its core purpose as the lasting improvement of living and working conditions. To this end, the company has been developing special materials, components, and systems for more than 125 years. The main areas of focus are the household appliances industry, pharmaceuticals, solar energy, electronics, optics, and the automotive industry. The SCHOTT Group is present in close proximity to its customers with production and sales companies in all its major markets. The Group’s approximately 17,400 employees generated worldwide sales of approximately 2.3 billion Euros in the fiscal year 2008/2009. The company's technological and economic expertise is closely linked with its social and ecological responsibility. The SCHOTT AG is an affiliate of the Carl-Zeiss-Stiftung (Foundation).
The future of automotive lighting starts with SCHOTT today.
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These images can be downloaded in high quality:
http://www.schott-pictures.net/presskit/73576.automotive-lighting
More press pictures can be found here: www.schott-pictures.net
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